20,47 Anniversary Issue Vol .

The Story of Connception

by the Editor

Despite a stimulating title te this literary effert, this is
merely and editorial-type affair dedicated to describing the origin
end development of this sterling newszine,

IT was conceived one bright and cheerful day in August in the
year 1950, TFandom had been known to yours truly for about 3 months,
The usuel rethod c¢f discovering fandom had been employed; namely,
+h Toe iihg of the fanzine reviews in /ALZIYG and the sending for

mpTe uO“lGSa In a month T was hooked. S0 as is normal with fens T
y anned a " %! 'fenzine of my own, However I went about a litile dif
~1evertliy than iIs more often the nace, I dexided on a newszine. Jur
you ask? Well for one thing, newszities tend to be thin and thare-
Tore less work than generaizines; also I wanted to do something =a
Little different and I could = e there were only a few newszones in
the Tield and thirdiy T wented <o bo of service to fandom. ot jus~
give a rile of fanwriters = rapgular guoita of egoboo, but serve faxi-
dom irn sush a mamner as tu koo ny subascribers well informed as to
ell] fenrish and pro doinge.

A roble idea, eh wot? Xt I must admit I wasn't sold on the
idea myself at first, Thsz inli 30 SIYT was carvoned 1n a
Timdted edition of L€ qonies,; moew . of + went to fxricrds of %oe
eCitor and to fanzine-revicw colwmd, Jimny Tavrasi gore S gunle
2 nice writeup in the now detinet ST AR SCIATCHE STORIAS which acr-
ainly made your editor nroud, Jid ¢ HCEL MATH” Carnon Ziu
reaTs as they semned to hive digebpearcd, SR wos uatsuad Te
gin withe o

~

ruture plans after that 137h1 issue were up in the air ang thno
ituation weas resolved by the irtervention of one mest heonezed JTum
Teurasi., He qub cribed to S¥I sfter secing TV review copy at
L rnewezine editeor subscritirg to 2 poton: corpetitor and
tuimed out, hiis uubJCV1H,1) anc his

>3

LI on cnly waad

ARNET AL
oontive for future 3FM'e fto pe 1Taciead U 1w his D00
vould have drapped %“N$'T ligmsii tg axLy
The second isgue was oLz sorbernss aod 23dsn was sivculeted iv

516 Geir a8l s,

.
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(Contimicd from the fixm © page)

The first iscue conteined a news colmmn coverering world news
-

I concurred. Issuc” no.3 wes hecty'a and digtributed co sev-
cred fans. Total circulation:30

Issue 0.4 morked Ir, Campbellls figet coutect with thet almight
~v machine, ye mimeo. What a gadgeti The initial results were depre-~
seing not to mention illedgible. However /5 copies of a 4 paged zine
“het looked like 4 pages of ink blots and shadow were distributed.

The new year brought about z charge in mimeography. Yes the re-
production was now only misercble. iiditorial content wos rapidly im-
proving as 8ll reviewers were tostifying, It secms editor Campbell
was developing s ane sort of news writi:}2 technique., Assistance at the
rmimeo handle and morally was suvhplied W Dick ifyst rom and Bill Nac-
Ponaid,local pagsi~-fong ond some cditorial ald. was donated by Tom
Srringsll. Robert Silverberg was coverjig Btfdoings for me, luch of
the ncows was pirated from fenzines of §ll types especially Fontosy-
Times.

Looking back over thoge parly issugs I find the duplicction
very good copciclly when yof censider the ancient mechine that woes
coing the job. liy duplication howadoys should be as good as the best
of the old days. However on the whole the mimeoing left o lot to be
desired,

Po., ¥ was one of the alltime bgat issues. Fot much different
but neater ond bigger, A all around %ood effort,

Tne Bighth issue saw the editor getting ambitious and trying
to get news subscribers, as the subg wexen't exactly flowing in. In
addicion I hod only & cmell gllowangc t¢ work with ond times werg
get ¢ing hard, ’

The ¥inth iscue woo t@e do-o¥=-die issues Iy enthousiastis and
ombitious plans for exponsipn were dblown apart at the increcse in
vrise of almost oll my materiolse [ weg Trustrated, This issue hed
¢ oxtre inserted yellow poge (2ll issues before were white except il
nich wag on yellow second-ghect tanile) stating that if I didn't
ct ~n influx of gubs I would have to pall it guites I recelved only

nortion of the needed subs , dbut plles of good words from the hand-
ful of my closest fan friemds, I'becamc determined to continue.

€ 0g

Issue ;710 revealed né charges, Put it might be well to mention
here that I was working on®cn efricblg record. ivery issue had fol-
lowed each other bty one mohth rigularly. This extremely regulor sch-
edule was not lost until ofter fhe Qptober issue, then there was o
£ month lapse.

Tuly 1951 (:f11) fourfl newsscope in much the same rut as usual,

crio o “ittle thicker ond with o minor formot change of an outer ccw
- 4 hese issues were dotfble golumed and almost perfectly Jjus-
1iis . Jrrv neat in appecgronge.

livtic effort tg obtain new correspandents, to trc
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advertising and promotion, ond a few othor reasons fncoladirvg dow
iness the citculotion wos now only 100 plus ins +‘ﬂl gl s e 50— e
T aould ecsily have had If I hed wanted to lo sc sk exch ann
'3a2c newsscove costing five cents a cony (4 “/o gy« il Lo P
2 coetlag me over 7¢ & coiy to pruduce. As circulation mounted

we
the loss beccme greater, thus I wos holding back as I =till had on-~
1y o small amount of money ot umy disposal.

The twelfth issuc was very similor to the preceeding one.

Seotcmber (1f0.,13) wos the first ennish and far better theon this
ant;vcrsary number, ‘‘he biggest ond best issuce (clthough the wors®
uplicated) of. them all. 13 pages with colored cover, fan srticle;
411a report, 1950 in review ond the regular features., I had flnu“ly
decided to expand. Yich Blsberry, J.T.Oliver, and Alan Pesetsky had

become domestic correspondent ond Dert High was doing o swell job
covering the United Iingdom. 4lso this issue morked to advent of
colared paper (that ragpulp junk, 16 1b.,ond is  famous by igs usage
in QUIAFDRY),

Cclober (Vo.14) was o fine'issue. On colored paper ond almost
Jedzible: Illustrat ed front cover and good interior material. Ken
Bealc cdded to the domestic correupondent corps and Chuck Harris dit
~tn for U.K, Bob Silverberg dropped out due to lack of time,.

n my d031re to be able to afforf SFN I procured a job (employ-
went) which filled up my day after school until 6, friday's until
and all day Saturdey. Then the means to the end had killed the
1d~ I no longer hod time £ or SFN aolthough I could afford it. I be-
w12 Cetermined bo catch up during the Christmas holidoyse The reoe
a1 woe narrated in deteil in the first issue .of ny S.AISZINL The
ning and I do not feel like repeating it here. Hecdles te =ay I
LG’ T hove © minmeoe NWuff scid.

fal oy o O

Nowsscope ugain oppecred in April this yeor. ILorger than ususl
cnd somewhot better thon that this iscsue wos regarded by some o the
west yets licybees A few changes: 1o more hecdlines or fecoture stor-
Je33 index, across the page columng cnd o well received editorial
news colunn which was compeored by some to Tuckerish news colurms (al
~thpugh I feel the resemblance is slight and hils style vastly sup-
avinr to cny style thet I mey hove). R.J. Banks wos present with
tr2 column SLULP initicted o while O””ka Fis juvenile rantipgs ol~-
iencted several Newsscope regulars ond Slurp wes dropped. Groham B,
Cto1e woas now keeping me posted cn Auftr dian affeirs. Oh, did I
whioon that iy assistonce had lcong fiown the coop and all the work
te ingue SFY wos dene by me alonet? I hadn't? Well I hove now.

Bat darn it, still fointly dupliccteds I rwst hove o nine-o-jin,
JU0C BawW & real newsy isspe, solewh:t better duplicated than for
eriec Ticrious efforts ('tho net +no mmich bvttﬁ”) T waAnllv @lrherills
Ay va. Dick Clorkson, Jim Faorowen, seff Toxvlo

poilds added to the correspondents, ..y Britian 1z-
heve disspreared, Tom White volunienved Nig se.vi

Lorw Hoyos
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SIS A-NTCTION NEVSSO0RL SECUND AUIVERSARY ISSUR

the July-August issue out last August appeared in a radically
different format and was hardly the newszine of old, The issue
was mainly a few mewse~articles and some chatter. It was edited in
my absense (vacation) by one Thil Gordon. Now I know mry of you
like to knew just who Phil Gordon is. Well nov comes the revaldion,
It was all a mild hoax..nothin!' more. ‘here is no Phil Gordon fceut
me, Yep, I wrote the whole thing...fooled quite a few peeple t@ooHah
But see, I pull hamless hoaxes, not the other kind,

And this is the next issue after thet one., This marks the nin-
teentn issue of science Tictiorn NII/SECOTE which is fair record, I had
hoped tn get to 25 c¢r at leas® 20. but *the fates weren't willing, T
egjoy this so m@”ﬁ,that if I had plenty of spere time NIWSS5COPE wpuld
g0 seml-menthly, ”

Put unfortunately I no longer have time for extensive ajay, so
I meg fold up my subzine, Therefere this is the last issue of SCIENCE
FLCTION WEWSECOVE im the currenti series

Toam geswes wember of SAPS and AP and in the fuhire all my stf-
ajazy wil have to be confinsed to them.

Havgacone was a newsy little zine and fairly populesr, and as 1
say, giventhe typlcal fanzine treatment it could hevc become a tru-
1y great newszine. But I'm nct & typical fan and things didn't work
that wey. It is iwmpossible for me to express the regret I ifeti in
discontinuing STV, these things sort of become a part of you after a
couple yeams,

WOTICYH: Subscription refund will be made on the unexpired por-
tions of subscriphtions et the rate of 4¢ a. copy. U.S. postage

starps will be *the means of reimbursal. Those who find nething
Jith {this copy nlease be adviced that this was your lesst issue.

ST iINUTE CCILEIFTARY s IT ceems that stf hes been making some
gOCh progress of late. A new I'iction-House Crud megazine, another
riew cne, and of course Avon's first decent promeg. Then the LITE
prticle on the origin of the esxth was fascinatipe,.The films are
coming toos CAPTIVE WCIIEN end ERZANING THROUGH THR SOUID BaARKIYR
ieeding the wey. A new Heinlein book from Signet, a new anthology
from Pocket Books. All in all looks like enother healthy boom,

Axd the 1953 convention iz sheppring up good. The committee looks
11k it means business, All my best wishes to them,
21l I'm afriad I can't write anymere. The spelling is g3
crartim to get mes sy ond this pgece of Junk thot is laffing-

=)

~lied o typewrlter is up to its old tricks.

50 on this scod note I bid ecoodbye to subzine pubflishing end
thoviks to 2ll of you vho hove supported newsscope in the past,

FAWZIIT) EDITORS ¢ 1henks for your efforts, sorry I didn't notify
wvou ® fore, but I jug didn't hove the times Don't forget to
remove us from your trode 1iS't. ThenKS e s s s o206 ss0ssosssnnnessss



